Usefulness of retropubic tape for recurrent stress incontinence after transobturator tape failure.
This study was conducted to evaluate the effectiveness and safety of retropubic suburethral slings (TVT) to treat recurrent stress urinary incontinence (SUI) after transobturator tape (TOT) failure. A descriptive study was performed among women with recurrent SUI treated at the Vall d'Hebron University Hospital between January 2006 and December 2009. All women were preoperatively evaluated to rule out complications of the first sling. Urodynamic testing was performed before and after the TOT procedure in all cases. Postoperative follow-up was performed at 1, 6, and 12 months and yearly thereafter. Outcomes were classified as cured, improved, or failed. Twenty-three women were operated on over the study period. The median time to reoperation was 12 months (range 6 to 34 months) and the median follow-up time was 36.1 months (range 7.8 to 60.2 months). Overall cure and improvement rates were 86.4% at 12 and 24 months and 75% at 36 months. Failure was found not to be related to time between both sling surgeries. Two cases of bladder perforation were recorded (8.7%). Postoperative complications were slight and self-limited. De novo urgency occurred in five cases (21.7%). TVT has been found to be effective to treat recurrent SUI after TOT failure in the present series with slight side effects.